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_Létter to Mason City
. Friend Revealed
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WASHINGTON, D. C. — Hans
. V. Tofte, a star CIA operative,
.. ‘Indicates hc has inside infor-

7 omm——— Mation about
. . EXCLUSIVE: thec Bay of Pigs,
: P . To the Dominican
“ + The Register Republic and
T eee— Vietnamese op-
" erations that could creale “‘em-
s barrassing issues” for the big.

-1 spy agency and for CIA Direcfor
" Richard Heims.
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HANS V. CHARLES E,
TOFTE STRICKLAND
r~ig on his home might have
bren motivated by a desire to
scize the highly critical analy-
ses. . - .
In the three-page letter, the
55-year-old former Mason City.

" | businessman outlined his differ-;

ences with high agency officials,
since 1961, when. he was out-
spoken in his criticism of cer-
tain of his superiors. = -

Tofte is -paid $25,000 a year|
1 and holds the Civil Service rank
of GS 16. He is one of a mere,
handful of "persons in the spy:
agency who has intimate knowl-
edge of almost all'CIA activities
in recent'years. He has been
involved in undercover work for
more than 25 years.

The chi#tcr learned Thurs-
‘day that Tofte had writien

.+ In a letter to Charles E,
-~ Strickland, a friend from Mason .
. City and Clear Lake, Ia., Tofle
* 'revealed that this analysis of the
disaster of the Bay of Pigs and
;sericus blunders in the Domini-‘

: f_can Republic and Viet Nam-
© lwere among papers seized at his_
‘home July 24 by CIA sccurity,
‘officers. : :
; Criticul Analyses” "

¢ pemafie - . [ S

I T

' : ;, friends to trust me all the way
?‘.f:fnte Mﬁﬁ tht: c&"lcma';:ly-,ito the bilter end,” Tofte wrote.

Strickland asking that he in-
form friends of the eircum-
stances of his- controversy
with the CIA. He indicated he -
hopes to force an cxpose and !
a clean-up of {op personnel at i
the CIA, and anticipates a |
difficult and bitter fight.
Strickland is retired president
of the Peoples Gas & Electric
Co. in Mason City, |
“All 1 ask 1s for my ftrue

Most of the letter represented
an attack’ on CIA director
iliclms, and carried the implica-
tion that Helms was one.of
“those who planned and exe-
culed the disastrous Bay of Pigs
invasion, who are still there “in
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Threatens

" Tofte said “that cerlaln un-]
named CIA officials "tried to
railroad me out of the agency”
in 1961, but failed. i

He sald CIA director Allen

Dulles had lost control of -the
agency at the time of the Bay

oy
o

.. Urges Tight Control, = —
Tofte said he does not agree
completely with Senalor J)W .
Fulbright about the problems of
the CIA, but feels that a tight -.
congressional scruliny of its op- .
erations is essential. i

of Pigs. .. .. S .

He praised - President Kene
nedy’s appointment of John
McCone fo head the CIA, He did
not mention .Helmg directly, but
was critical of the selection of
a CIA professional to head the
agency.,

Tofle revealed that he was:
at a secret meeting at the
White House during the.
Kennedy administration, dur-
ing which he warned of the’
efforts of professional CIA
men to hide their blunders in’
connection with the Bay of.
PiESI . :

He said he told unidentified
White House personnel at that
time, “The worst mistake the
President of the United States
could possibly make would be to
put a CIA professional in the top
spot of the agency.” .

He suggested that his friends
in Mason City read the book,
“The Invisible Government” to
gain some impression of what
he is up against.

He said the authors of the
book, Tom Ross and David
Wise, were harassed by the
agency. He said his own wife,
Marlys, has heen subjected to
surveillance in recent weeks.

“The day this - behind-the
scenes setup, working under the
protection of official secrecy, be-
comes strong enough by escap-
ing rigorous congressional con-
trols, we will have the begin-
nings of a police stale in
Amerlca, .

“It could be terribly misused
by & ruthless politician in the
White House - before Congress
and the American people even

' “Mr. Chas. E. Strickiand

“T know what I am talking
‘about and the agency knows' -
that I know it,” Tofte said, | -

‘At no point in the letter did "}
he state that he would make .
all of the “embarrassing” lo- : °
formation public, but the en- - '
tire letter carried the impli- ;- -
cation that he will, in his own -
time, - : i

The text ot thé letter follows:;

“Mason City i
“fowa

“Dear Charles: ’
“Many thanks for your swift
support in regard to the letter -
of introduction to Senator Hick-
enlooper. I shall make use of it °
as appropriate.
“In order to understand what
I am really involved in, I would .
recommend that you read a ¢
book titled *The Invisible Gov-' .
ernment’ very carefully, CIA
did everything possible to ;
squelch the publicalion of that
hook. .
“The authors and their fami-
lies were attacked ruthlessly, in
fact, the entire professional ma-
chinery went into action to de-
stroy and discredit them and|
ruin their position in soclety| : -
and their home life. o
_ “However, the so called *in-
visible government’ was not
yet quite strong enough fo ac-
complish it,’ . .
“The . day "this behind-thes|
scenes selup, working under the, . - .
protection of official secrecy,’ ..
becomes strong enough by es- -
caping rigorous congressional
controls, we will have the be-

sty | 7Y ““7“?/#%&:\’ j
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ginnings of a police state in -
America, ]

knew it,” .Tofte said in.his| ~ -

bigger and better jobs.” -

| letter. .

St thmey: FURTYSARS BN
-~ 2N I.: A

~ Continued *
- EOR@F---

)

N P Ty

PR Ty




